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                                          Key Committees of the Constituent Assembly

Drafting Committee

1.	 Formation → 29 August 1947

2.	 Objective →  To consider and finalize the preliminary draft of the 
Constitution prepared by the Constitutional Adviser (Sir B.N. Rau).

�	First Meeting → 30 August 1947

�	Total Meetings → 141 days

�	Publication of First Draft → 21 February 1948

�	Second Draft → October 1948

�	Final Draft → 4 November 1948

3.	 Final Adoption → 26 November 1949
�	Article 393 gives the 'Short Title' of the Constitution, which 

states: 'This Constitution may be called the Constitution of 
India.’ On 17 October 1949, the Constituent Assembly held its 
final discussion on the name and the Preamble section.

4.	 Committee Members (Total 7 Members)
�	Chairman → Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

�	N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar

�	Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar

�	Dr. K.M. Munshi

�	Syed Mohammad Saadullah (Muslim League)

�	N. Madhav Rao (replaced B.L. Mitra, who had resigned due to 
health reasons)

�	T. T. Krishnamachari (He replaced D. P. Khaitan after his death 
in 1948.)

Three Stages or 'Readings'

�	Dr. B.R. Ambedkar introduced the final draft of the Constitution 
in the Assembly on November 4, 1948. A general discussion on it 
took place in the Assembly for five days (until November 9, 1948). 
The Constitution was taken up for consideration for the second 
time starting from November 15, 1948. During this period, at least 
7,635 amendment proposals were received, of which only 2,473 
were actually discussed in the Assembly. The total duration of 
the sessions was 165 days, of which 114 days were dedicated to 
debating the draft.

First Reading Second Reading Third Reading 
4 Nov 1948 to 9 
November 1948

15 November 1948 
to17 October 1949

14 November 1949 
to26 November 1949

	h E x t e n s i v e 
deliberation on each 
clause

	h 7,635 amendments 
were proposed, 
out of which 2,473 
amendments were 
discussed in the 
House

	h Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
→ The Constitution 
as settled by the 
Assembly be passed

	h 26 November 1949 
→ Adopted, Enacted 
and Self-promulgated

	h Came into effect on 
26 January 1950 → 
Republic Day
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Last Session of the Constituent Assembly → 
24 January 1950

1.	 Dr. Rajendra Prasad → Elected as first President of India

2.	 Conversion of the Constituent Assembly into 'Provisional 
Parliament’

3.	 National Anthem → 'Jana-Gana-Mana’ 
�	Author → Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore

�	Original Language → Bengali (5 stanzas in the original song)

�	First Sung → 27 December 1911 (Calcutta Session)

�	Duration of Singing → 52 seconds

�	Abbreviated Version → 20 seconds

�	Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 

�	Case → Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala (1986)

�	In 1919, Rabindranath Tagore translated it into English in 
Andhra Pradesh under the title 'The Morning Song of India'.

4.	 National Song → 'Vande Mataram’    
�	Composer (Author): Bankim Chandra Chatterjee

�	Original Source: 'Anandamath' (1882 – Sannyasi Rebellion)

�	First Sung: 1896 (Calcutta Session)

�	Set to music by Rabindranath Tagore

�	Duration of Singing: 65 seconds (1 minute 5 seconds)

�	English Translation: Sri Aurobindo

�	Associated with the 1905 Partition of Bengal (Swadeshi 
Movement)   

5.	 Out of 299 total members, only 284 were present on that day. 
�	The first signature is considered to be that of Jawaharlal Nehru 

and the last of Feroze Gandhi, while Dr. Rajendra Prasad's 
signature was at the top.

Important Facts

1.	 National Flag → 22 July 1947 
�	Original Design → Pingali Venkayya, freedom fighter and 

agricultural scientist from Andhra Pradesh

2.	 Confirmation of Commonwealth Membership → May 1949
3.	 Time Taken → 2 years, 11 months, and 18 days

�	Total 11 Sessions
�	Constitutions of approximately 60 countries were studied
�	Total Expenditure → ₹63,96,729  

4.	 Two original copies → One in Hindi and one in English 
�	Preservation → Parliament House Library (New Delhi)
�	Kept in special glass boxes filled with nitrogen gas.

5.	 Calligraphy
�	Hindi Version → Vasant Krishna Vaidya
�	English Version → Prem Bihari Narayan Raizada (Flowing Italic 

Style)

6.	 Artwork and Decoration → Artists of Shantiniketan 
�	Artist → Nandalal Bose
�	Preamble → Beohar Rammanohar Sinha

7.	 Constituent Assembly Symbol (Seal) → Elephant
8.	 26 November 1949 → Adopted, Enacted, and Given to Ourselves

�	Adopted → To accept or embrace
�	Enacted → Recognised as the supreme law
�	Given to Ourselves → The people of India made it themselves 

and subjected themselves to it.
�	Preamble, 395 Articles, and 8 Schedules

National Flag Committee → Dr. Rajendra Prasad

�	Date of Adoption → 22 July 1947
�	Ratio of Width to Length of Flag → 2:3
�	Ashoka Chakra → 24 spokes
�	Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 → Constitution, 

National Flag, National Anthem
�	Flag Code of India 2002
�	Naveen Jindal Case (23 January 2004, Supreme Court, V.N. 

Khare) → Hoisting the National Flag with honour and dignity 
is a Fundamental Right of every citizen.

Independence Day (15 August) Republic Day (26 January)

Flag Hoisting : The flag is pulled 
up from below using a rope 

and then unfurled.

Flag Unfurling : The flag is 
already tied at the top of the 
pole and is simply opened/

released.

Prime Minister of the country President of the country (21-
gun salute)

Red Fort, New Delhi Kartavya Path, New Delhi

15 August 1947: Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru hoisted the 
National Flag at Princess Park 
near India Gate, New Delhi. 
16 August 1947: The National 
Flag was hoisted at the Red 
Fort, where Ustad Bismillah 
Khan performed shehnai.

○ Ministry of Defence
○ First (1950): President 

Sukarno of Indonesia
○ Second: King Tribhuvan Bir 

Bikram Shah of Nepal
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